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Composition of cave-dweller microcrustaceans in Nam Nao National Park, Phetchabun Province
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ABSTRACT

A study on microcrutaceans living in caves from Nam Nao National Park, Phetchabun Province was carried
out. Microcrustacean samples were collected qualitatively during November 2007 and February 2009. Specimens
were sampled using a hand net and a special sampling bottle with a mesh size of 60 pm. Samples were collected from
seven caves namely Tham Yai Nam Nao cave, Phar Hong cave, Song Hong cave, Phar Pha Rai cave, Phaya naak
cave, Bar Dahn cave and an unnamed cave. Five taxa of microcrustacean from seventy-five samples were found. The
most frequently encountered taxa were Copepoda (58.1% of the sampled localities) followed by Ostracoda (21.6%),
Syncarida (5.4%), Amphipoda (2.7%) and Cladocera (1.4%). The highest diversity of microcrustacean was found in
Tham Yai Nam Nao cave. In microhabitats of saturated zone diversity prevailed over others while high number of
specimens was found in percolating water. Our study shows that the ratio of recorded copepods differed according to
habitats. Harpacticoid copepods were a dominant group in percolation water where as those in puddles and streams
were cyclopoid copepods.
Key Words : Microcrustacean, Cave, Nam Nao National Park
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