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ABSTRACT

The propose of this research was to study the results of learning activities with problem based learning on
critical thinking ability of the 28 students, grade 8 students of secondary area office 25 in the first semester of
academic year 2011. The research instruments was critical thinking ability test with open- ended questions about 4
situations. In each situation the questions were the indicators of the abilities of critical thinking in four issues — the
problem definition, the assumption, the information gathering , the conclusion, and the evaluation. The data from the
critical thinking test were analyzed, grouped into 3 groups, 1) the correct answer, 2) the answer which plagiarize
content from situation or question, and 3) answer with no problem definition relevant, and calculated the frequency

and percentage both before and after learning activities with problem based learning.
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The results indicated that learning activities with problem based learning were successfully developing

critical thinking ability of students. It was found that before learning most of students were grouped in the correct

answer for the problem definition and the assumption and answer with plagiarize content from situation or question

for the information gathering. In addition, for the conclusion, and the evaluation, most of the students were grouped

in the answers with no problem definition relevant. On the other hand, after learning activities with problem based

learning, it was found that most of students were grouped in the correct answer in all indicators of critical thinking

abilities.
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