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Effect of Benzene on Growth of Spirulina platensis
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ABSTRACT
The objective of this research was to study the effect of benzene on the growth of Spirulina platensis.
S. platensis was cultivated in Zarrouk liquid medium supplemented with different concentrations of benzene (0.05-
2.5%) for 14 days. The growth of S. platensis was measured in terms of chlorophyll a content by spectrophotometry.
The results showed that the highest growth of S. platensis was observed in culture media with 0.25 % benzene. This
benzene concentration was later used for studying the effect of salinity on growth of S. platensis. The concentration
of NaCl was progressively adjusted from 1.0 to 3.0 ppt for 28 days cultivation. It can be indicated that S. platensis

cultivated in 2.5 ppt NaCl media met the highest growth, compared with other salt concentrations.
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