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Ecotourism Management : A Case Study of Vang Vieng Town, Lao PDR.
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ABSTRACT

This paper aims to study the development of tourism, impact and eco-tourism management in Vang Vieng,
Lao PDR. The study was used both qualitative and quantitative methods. Population consisted of seven villages in the
Vang Vieng Municipality. Samples consisted of households, community leaders, tourists, entrepreneurs and
government officials who involved in tourism. Data were collected by interviewing, inquiring and small group
discussion. Research tools included interview guides and questionnaires. Data were analyzed by content analysis and
using descriptive statistics. The results found that the tourism services in Vang Vieng Town were started in 1994 with
the development of tourist sources and facilities increasing. In 1997, there were 4,468 tourists visited Vang Vieng and
increased to 148,696 in 2011, while the tourist sources and facilities increasing. For the positive impact found that

tourism has created jobs and income for people in the community to make better lives of families and development

1 Correspondent author: sekyon@kku.ac.th
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of infrastructure in the community better. For the negative impacts found that the rising cost of living in Vang Vieng,

drug problems, and constructions and shops encroach to the public land. The water quality of Song River dropped

down. Tourism management in Vang Vieng was done in four areas such as: spatial, tourism resources, participation

and tourism services. The management of tourism services to be performed relatively better than the other.

Mmdney: MineuNenTIUNIA MITaMITnouned Hoaiudes

Key Words: Ecotourism, Tourism management, Vang Vieng Town.
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