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Kongkhao: From Esan Cultural Value to Its Commoditization Process
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ABSTRACT

This research investigated value of Kongkhao in Esan culture, and process of cultural commoditization
based on the concept of cultural commoditization. Interview guideline, participatory and non-participatory
observation guidelines used in data collection. Key informants consisted of aging people, formal and informal
leaders, member from Kongkhao handicraft association, villager, and related officer. Research result found that
Kongkhao in Esan culture had highly value in term of local intelligence and people’s relationship. The cultural
commoditization of Kongkhao process, found that, the process consisted of the standardization, duty division within
the group, product pricing and distribution, meaning creation, government supports, and also the change of its

appearance and function.
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