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Comparative Analysis of Management of Rice Price Guarantee Policy and Rice Pledging Policy
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ABSTRACT

This research had the objective to conduct a comparative analysis of the management of the rice price guarantee
policy and the rice pledging policy. The researchers obtained data from the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives
(BAAC), and from provincial staff of the Department of Internal Commerce, agricultural extension officers, staff of the Public
Warehouse Organization (PWO) and staff of the Organization of Agricultural Markets, and rice mills in Kampaengphet,
Buriram and Chiang Mai Provinces. A total of 47 persons provided data.

This study found that the management of the rice price guarantee policy and the rice pledging policy involved three
different stages of management as follows: (1) Preparation; (2) Implementation; and (3) Disbursement of funds to farmers.
During each stage, the processes varied only slightly. When analyzing risk for errors in management, this study found that there
was some vulnerability for errors to occur in disbursing funds to farmers under the rice price guarantee scheme. The errors
occur as a result of falsification of the amount of acreage of the rice paddy, or through subrogation of the rice field owner who
subleased farming to share croppers. Regarding the rice pledging policy, there is also risk for subrogation by the owner of the
rice mill who procures rice at an artificially low price based on farmers' rights, or purchases rice from a neighboring country and
re-sells that to the government for a profit.
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