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ABSTRACT

This essay is aimed to study the relationship of words used to address people with disabilities and identity of the disabled
appeared in daily Thai newspapers from B.E.1991 to B.E.2011 based on the concept of Critical Discourse Analysis. The results
revealed that in the first period (B.E.1991-1992) and the fifth period (B.E.2008-2011) , there was no evidence of words used to
address people with disabilities which comprised positive identity of the disabled. In the second period (B.E.1993-1997), main
words used as specific nouns to address people with disabilities had been found in the newspapers. In the third period (B.E.1998-
2002) and the fourth period (B.E.2003-2007), there were main words followed by capability of the disabled and main words used
as specific nouns which comprised positive identity of the disabled. As for words which comprised negative identity of
the disabled, from the first period to the fifth period (B.E.1991-2011), there had been three ways to address people with disabilities:
words used to address people with disabilities in general, main words used as general nouns, and main words used as specific nouns
to address people with disabilities. However, words indirectly used to address people with disabilities had also been found in
the third period (B.E.1998-2002).
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