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Metaphors on Suffering in Thai Language
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study metaphorical expressions and conceptual metaphors on
suffering in Thai. Data was collected from academic writing, non-academic writing, fiction, newspaper, and
miscellany of Thai National Corpus, Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University. Also, the
data was collected from six different Thai weblogs publicized from 2007 to 2013, such as Bloggang,
BlogKapook, OknationBlog, GotoKnow, Dek-D Blog, and EduzonesBlog.

The results of the study found 613 metaphorical expressions of suffering metaphors. Moreover, there were
13 word forms of suffering conceptual metaphors found in this study, such as SUFFERING IS HUMAN BEINGS,
SUFFERING IS BATTLE, SUFFERING IS OBJECTS, SUFFERING IS NATURE, SUFFERING IS ILLNESSES,
SUFFERING IS PLANTS, SUFFERING IS MATTER OR MEASURABLE MATTER, SUFFERING IS FIRE,
SUFFERING IS SEWAGE, SUFFERING IS FIERCE ANIMALS, SUFFERING IS FOODS, SUFFERING
IS JOURNEY and SUFFERING IS PLACES OR CONSTRUCTIONS. Furthermore, all these conceptual metaphors

also reveal that suffering is bad thing that human should avoid.
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