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Variation of /r/ in Syllable-Initial Consonant Clusters of English Words According to

Style and English-Language Experience of English Major Students
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to analyze and compare the variation of /t/ in syllable-initial consonant
clusters of English words of Thai students with different style and different English-language experience. The sample
subjects were twenty freshmen students in English major at Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University. They were
divided into two groups; group 1 consisted of ten students with more English-language experience, and group 2
consisted of ten students with less English-language experience. The data were collected by passage reading and
wordlist reading.

The results of analysis indicated that the students pronounced [I] more frequently in wordlist reading than
passage reading. The results revealed that the students in group 1 pronounced [I] more frequently than group 2. The
results also showed that group 2 did not pronounce /r/ in syllable-initial consonant cluster after initial consonant /J/ in

the highest percentage, followed by /f/ and /6/.
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