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ABSTRACT

This paper studies international tourism demand model in a case study in Malaysia, Thailand, and
Singapore which are three main tourism demand countries in Asian region. It investigates to find the relationship of
economic variables influencing to the decision of tourists including income of tourists who visit in the countries,
exchange rates, and spending cost of travelling. It employs a time-series data in the year 2003-2012 to analyze the
data by testing the panel unit root and estimating the model with the panel autoregressive distributed lag approach
(ARDL). The result shows that income of tourist and exchange rate variables have the same movement with the
numbers of tourists who visited the countries. Nevertheless, spending cost of travelling variable has the opposite
movement with the numbers of tourists who visited the countries. In addition, the result indicates that all employed
economic variables influencing to the numbers of tourists in the long-run relationship only in Malaysia and Thailand;

in Singapore, however, the economic variables do not have the long-run relationship with the numbers of tourists.
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