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ABSTRACT

This research was to study the out-of-pocket expenses and opportunity costs of colorectal cancer patients
and their care-givers. Total of 114 colorectal cancer patients was studied, and most of them were female(62.3%) with
the average age was 57.5 (SD=11.5) years. Three quarters of the sample were living in rural areas (75.4%), almost
half were in agriculture occupation (46.5%).More than 50 percent had the household income of less than 10,000 bath
per month (68.4%). There was 61.4 percent of households that were classified in poverty group, almost half of the
households had the economic impacts due to their illness (46.5%). It was found that the distances from residences to
the hospital were related with the economic impacts of household, and these corresponded to the out of pocket
expenses that most were the traveling costs. Additionally, the increasing debts after the illness, and the poverty were

significantly and statistically related to the economic impacts of the households (p < 0.05).
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