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Study of Effect of Two Methods for Oral Secretion Removal in Unconscious Patients
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ABSTRACT

This descriptive research aimed to study the effects of two methods of oral secretion removal in twenty
unconscious patients from MICU 1 & 2 at Srinagarind Hospital. Data were collected from October 2012 to August 2013.
The results revealed that: 1) In using the first method, the numbers of polymicrobial organisms had increased from 6 to all cases
and oral organisms more than 25,000,000 CFU/ml had increased from 5 to 14 types. 60% of wetness was found with
no oral wounds. The average for oral secretion was 71.9 ml/day/case and cost for catheters used 66.46 Baht/day/case.
2) In the second method, the numbers of polymicrobial organisms had decreased from 8 to 5 cases, oral organisms
more than 25,000,000 CFU/ml had decreased from 14 to 10 types and no wetness or oral wounds found. The average
for oral secretion was 102.55 ml/day/case and cost for catheters used 4.72 Baht/day/case. The results indicated the

advantages of using the second method for oral secretion removal.
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