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Factors affecting the selection of growing sugarcane in Nam Phong District, KhonKaen Province
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ABSTRACT
This study was aimed to identify factors that affect the change of land use for sugarcane cultivation in Nam
Phong district, KhonKaen province. The results showed that farmers began to change their agricultural land use to
grow sugarcane 35 years ago, which was the time that the KhonKaen Sugar Factory was founded. The change of the
sugarcane plantation area steadily increased and it was found in the recent year that 25.20% of agricultural area were
changed to the sugarcane plantations. The main factors for farmers to grow sugarcane were the good yield and price
of sugarcane. Other factors were easy planting and low maintenance, low price of previous crops, near selling place -
sugar factory, and familiar long career
Sugarcane cultivation provided the increased income for farmers and the potent renewable energy resource.
However, it caused the environmental problems such as air pollution caused by the sugarcane leaves burning before
harvesting, degradation of soil due to the burning, and the accumulation of chemicals. Therefore, the farmers should
be encouraged to grow sugarcane to generate income and be more environmentally friendly farming. Must also to
care for the environment. The regulation and the policy for environment care in sugarcane cultivation should be

introduced.
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