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The Pattern of Intergenerational Transfers of Cultural Capital in Rural Community Household,
Northeast of Thailand
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ABSTRACT

The research aimed to study the pattern intergenerational transfers of cultural capital in rural community
households, Northeast of Thailand. The study was conducted with a qualitative approach using in-depth interviewing
and observation of 13 key informants and 10 households with 20 members. Each of the participating households had
three generations of inhabitants and had transferred inheritance over these generations. The units of analysis were the
community level and the household level. The content analytical method was employed for data analysis. Results
founded that the Northeast rural households have accumulated cultural capital including the occupational skills and
education, which are considered to be the identity for the children and grandchildren's generation. The community
structures, economic and social contexts of the community had been changed by the new economy. The impacts of
these changes cause a new pattern of intergenerational transfers of cultural capital. The Northeastern rural households
transferred occupational skills into bilateral patterns (focus on both patrilineal and matrilineal equal). However the
conditions of the transfer were different, in the past limited by gender-appropriate skills, while currently some
occupational skills non inherited. For the transfer of cultural capital of the education were clear because the

Northeastern rural households transforming patrilineal patterns into bilateral patterns.
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