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Medical Discourse Kathoey in Thai Society
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ABSTRACT

This article had two major objectives. These included 1) to synthesize the develop and origin of the word
“Kathoey” in Thai-society, and 2) to analyze refiguring of the bio-medical discourse about Kathoey and impacts on
social perception, understanding and social space for the “Kathoey” in Thai-society. The author adopted documentary
approach which included analysis and synthesis document such as historical record, law, thesis, magazine, academic
documents and newspapers during the Ratanakosin period to the present. Both Thai and English document were
investigated. She exhibited the development of medical discourse and refiguring of the Kathoey in Thai-society.
Without considering the diversity towards sexualities, the author outlined the problems of stigmatization and social

discrimination on the existence of the Kathoey.
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