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Isan Religious Ceremonies and the Modification of Ethnic Identity among

the Khmer-Thais in Surin Province
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ABSTRACT
This paper deals with cultural aspects in Isan religious ceremonies, which affect the construction of the
Khmer-Thai identity. Drawing results from qualitative research, which data collected techniques include participant
and non-participant observation, key-informant interviews, and documentary study, this paper suggests that in the
ceremonial space the Khmer-Thai identity has been modified by using cultural values shared with other

ethnic groups in the construction to their identity This modification shows how they adapt themselves to multi-

ethnic context and how they strengthen relationships with other ethnic groups.
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