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Self-Definition and Self-Expression of the Suai in Pueai Mai Village through

the RamThaen Ritual
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ABSTRACT

This paper aims to investigate the ethnicity of the Suai in Pueai Mai Village of Srisaket Province, where the
Suaiconstitue the village’s major ethnic population.Based on qualitative research,the data used in this paper were
collected through participant and non-participant observations,in-depth interviews of key informants, and
documentary study. The research shows that in the middle of socio-cultural changes as well as local-government
development, ethnicity of the Suai has been constructed through self-definition in response to “Kui”, an ethnonym
widely called by local governmental organizations. In addition, they emphasize what it means to be “Suai” through

self-expression evidently found in an annually-organized ritual called “Ram Thaen”
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