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Milabri Representation: The Study of Filmmaking narratives and Audience Perception
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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aims to study filmmaking narratives and audience perception of Mlabri
representation in 2 films: “Pee Tong Leaung (or Ghost of Yellow Banana Leaf)” and “Mlabri: I am a mam”, and to
analyze audience perception of 2 target groups: Mlabri and graduate students (25 audiences). The audiences watched
the films and were interview by the researcher. The study found the narrative in the film “Pee Tong Leaung” led to
the meaning of “underdeveloped and uncivilized” while the film “Mlabri: I am a mam” led to the meaning of
“change”. Mlabri and graduate students perceived different meanings from “Pee Tong Leaung” but were aware of
prejudice representation. For “Mlabri: I am a mam”, they felt that they were involved with representation. The
researcher also found that narrative method and visual anthropology play an important role in different meaning and

audience perception of Mlabri representation.
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