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ABSTRACT

The objective of this article is to investigate the villagers’ attitudes towards the revival of folk medicine
within Chiang Hian community, Maha Sarakham province. It also aims to analyze the folk healers’ practices and
roles for increasing the socio-economic value within the community in the future by applying the qualitative research
methodology. The study suggests that the villagers’ attitudes correlate to cultural resources management (CRM) since
they themselves act as key informants relating to history of heath matters and personal healthcare within their own
cultural area context. In addition, their folk healers have played such a vital role in Value Chain due to their primary
sources of knowledge. This particular aspect will visibly contribute to increasing recognition of their importance and
socio-economic value of community development: sales of herbs and herbal medicine and becoming one of the most
important learning areas in Maha Sarakham province as a “living museum” called by the community people. As a
result of the revival of folk medicine and its healing wisdom, the villagers will build more self-awareness and share
common identity among themselves. Hopefully, this case study will set as an example so as to help design other
social areas.
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