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Estimation of Cannabis Users in Udon Thani Province
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ABSTRACT

Cannabis use has a long history in Thailand as cooking ingredient, herbs, functional use and relaxer. The
study examined an indirect method for estimating the size of cannabis users in Udon thani Province. A
households survey was conducted using multi stages sampling among 997 individuals who was 12-65 years old,
at least 3 months stayed in the sample households. Through summation procedure, personal network size was
estimated. The participants were asked to identify the number of their acquaintances whom they perceived to be
cannabis users. Using the survey result with the network scale-up method, personal network size and cannabis users
were estimated.

Though estimating personal network size, it is emerged that cannabis was used as cooking ingredient, herbs,
functional use and relaxer respectively. The estimated past month prevalence was 910 cannabis users in 100,000
population.

Conclusion: Estimating size of cannabis user through the network scale-up method reflects endemic spread
of cannabis. This calls for an active surveillance.
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