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Seasonal and Spatial Variations of Zooplankton Communities at Sichang Island
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ABSTRACT

Study on seasonal and spatial variations in zooplankton communities around Sichang Island, Chonburi province
in the northeast monsoon (dry season) and in southwest monsoon (wet season). Samples of microzooplankton and
mesozooplankton were collected at 6 stations around Sichang Island. The results showed higher diversity and abundance of
zooplankton in the wet season (4.42 x 10% individual/100 m3) in comparison with the dry season (2.34 x 10’ individual/100
m3). Copepods, larvaceans, cirripedia nauplii and chaetognaths were the dominant groups in both seasons. Analysis of
zooplankton communities indicated three distinct groups at 75% similarity due to different diversity and abundance. The
community in dry season (SC1-SC6) was separate from two groups of zooplankton communities in wet season; the east-

coast (SC1-SC4) and the west-coast groups (SC5-SC6).
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SC3 1.908 1.618 0.551 0.531
SC4 2.184 1.596 0.642 0.552
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