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Topic Shift in Thai Sign Language: A case of classroom setting.
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ABSTRACT
The study aimed to analyze the topic shift in Thai Sign Language in the classroom between teacher and
students of Deaf studies at Ratchasuda College, Mahidol University. The result revealed that the teacher used markers
such as word, phrase, sentence in order to shift the topic. The data also showed that markers are needed in the topic
shift because the situation in the classroom is formal and the teacher must communicate clearly for the understanding
of deaf students. It is interesting that the teacher used double markers and multiple markers which compose of 5 types
of the strategies in the topic shift as follows: 1) Pause 2) Moving hands to the sides 3) Summarizer 4) Utterance

indicated the topic and 5) Topic marker.
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