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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate influencing factors on the content written in textbooks used in
high schools. This study also focuses on power relations sent from Thailand’ s governments to their citizens in
textbooks. To do this, the researcher examined textbooks used in Thai and Social Studies classes in 1960-2008.
Gramsci’s notion of Hegemony was borrowed to analyze data. The gathered data revealed that educators who wrote
textbooks and curriculum developers influenced the content selection of those textbooks. Moreover, the content in
those textbooks clarified the power relations between governments and citizens according to each government’ s
political regime. Textbooks, therefore, were one of the governments’ tools which shape people’s attitudes towards

political socialization.
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