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Impoliteness strategies used in censure debate discourse of Thai parliament
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ABSTRACT
The objectives of this research were to study features of impoliteness according to listener’ s face,
threatening acts and to analyze impoliteness strategies employed in Thai censure debate discourse. The study adopts
the framework of classification impoliteness (Bousefiled,2008) and impoliteness (Culpeper,1998,2011). Data was
collected from the final meeting report of the House of Representatives during Tuesday,26lhfWednesday, 27",
September 2013 before there was a coup in 2014. The results of the study revealed two features of impoliteness; 1)

direct impoliteness 2)
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indirect impoliteness. These two features are capable of showing both positive and negative faces. The accusatory
party used direct impoliteness higher than respondent party. The frequent use of Strategies threatening positive
face were 1) reproaching hearer 2) repeating the hearer’s mistake 3) blaming hearer, and 2 strategies threatening
negative face were 1) ordering hearer to do, or not to do, something 2) refusing hearer’ s need. While the
respondent party used the same strategies, but comparing hearer to the third person was used higher than
accusatory party and challenging hearer was also used to threaten oppositional negative face. Indirect
impoliteness was used mostly by respondent party. The frequent use of strategies threatening positive face were
1) using irony 2) referring to the third person 3) using a metaphor. Strategies threatening negative face were 1)
advising hearer to realize mistake 2) giving choices, while accusatory party used the same strategies except for
referring to other used to threaten oppositional negative face. These strategies have been adopted for three main
functions; 1) to make each other lose credit and become angry, 2) to force respondent party to back down, and 3)

to make the debate appealing to the audiences.
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