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Violating a Maxim in Political News of Newspapers in 2014 Thailand’s Coup
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study were to identify violating of a maxim and to compare the characteristics of the
political headlines between popular newspapers and quality newspapers by applying Grice’s theory of violating of a
maxim (1975). The data was collected from the headlines of four Thai newspapers—Thairath and Dailynews, as
popular newspapers, Matichon and Siamrath, as quality newspapers. They were published during Thailand’s coup
2™ May 2014 to 2™ May 2015. The result of this analysis revealed that there were 4 violations of a maxim; (1)
Violating the maxim of quality by using violent words or exaggeration (2) Violating the maxim of quantity by using
reduplicative words that gave more information than required, (3) Violating the maxim of relevance by using slang
words in reporting the headlines, and (4) Violating the maxim of writing by making new words or using idiom in the
headlines. In the case of violating the maxim of relevance and violating the maxim of writing, readers need to have
background knowledge of Thai slang words and Thai idioms in order to interpret the phrases. The statistics result
indicates that the popular newspapers and the quality newspapers were employing the same violations of the maxim
for the headlines. The most used violation of the maxim is violating the maxim of quality, followed by violating the
maxim of writing, violating the maxim of relevance and violating the maxim of quantity, respectively.
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