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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to develop a clinical nursing practice guideline for intrahospital transfers (IHT-
CNPG) of critically ill trauma patients and test its feasibility in patient transfer. Soukup’s Evidence Based Practice Model
(2000) was used in the construction of the CNPG. Transfer outcomes of interest include agitation, dyspnea, desaturation
and Hemodynamic instability. Thirty transfers occurred among patients in the comparison group using the hospital
routine protocol and 30 transfers in the experimental group using the IHT-CNPG. Results indicated that patients in the
comparison group were 15 times more likely to experience intrahospital transfer adverse events (50% vs. 3.3%, RR = 15,
95% CI 2.11-106.49). As a result, the IHT-CNPG was feasible and showed trend to reduce adverse events associated with
intrahospital transfer for critically ill patients. Further study with other patient groups that require intrahospital transfer

and larger sample size is needed to test other effects of the IHT-CNPG.
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