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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to describe the oral health status of bedridden elders, the abilities of family
caregivers to provide oral health care and to explore factors in relation to the provisions of proper oral hygiene care
for these elders. A cross-sectional study was conducted which included all 62 elders and their caregivers in Krabi
province. Data collection methods were applied through the examination of oral health status of elders and
interviewing caregivers. A descriptive and bivariate analysis were implemented. Results: The mean age of elders was
77.76 years (SD=8.19) and most of them had MBI score as “0” and oral feeding. The family caregivers were
predominately female. Half of family caregivers performed proper oral hygiene care for elders and 87.1% of them
reported that they never gained any of oral health care information. In bivariate analysis, it was found that proper oral
hygiene care by family caregivers were significantly related with MBI score, types of feeding and diet for elders
whereas experience in learning on provision of oral health care to elders, level of motivation to practice and the

attitudes of family caregivers especially on how to overcome with barriers on oral hygiene care were illustrated.
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